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(Family Features) Whether you’re 
thinking about a bathroom update, 
kitchen overhaul or any other type of 
home improvement project, these tips 
from the experts at the National As-
sociation of the Remodeling Industry 
and eLivingtoday.com can help you get 
started.

Create a Plan
Improving your home can be one of 

the most exciting projects to undertake. 
Start by setting realistic expectations, 
determining your goals and needs, find-
ing inspiration and, perhaps most im-
portantly, setting a budget.

Renovate the Bathroom
You can improve your home’s usabili-

ty and increase its value with bathroom 
updates or a full renovation. Before you 
get started, think about these factors: 
the amount of space and storage you 
need, features that are important to you, 

sustainability concerns and accessibility 
considerations.

Update the Kitchen
The kitchen serves as command-cen-

tral for most homes, and you can get the 
most enjoyment out of yours by making 
purposeful changes, reconsidering the 
physical space, re-evaluating your shop-
ping style and choosing appliances with 
care.

Start a Remodel
If it’s time for a serious undertaking, 

a full-blown remodel may be necessary 
(or simply desired). Remodeling typi-
cally calls for hiring a professional con-
tractor, a process you can go about by 
gathering local recommendations, ask-
ing for licensing and insurance, check-
ing references and comparing bids.

Find more home improvement ideas 
and solutions at remodelingdoneright.
com and eLivingtoday.com.
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211 West Jackson Street, Mexico MO - This beautiful, classy 
building is currently the home of the She Shed Salon. Freshly 
remodeled, check out what the owners have done to this facility! 
Excellent opportunity with great location for a new business! 
$34,900

East Boulevard Street, Mexico, MO - A LOT TO LOVE! Create 
tomorrow’s neighborhood with this 5.22-acre lot, all at an 
amazing price of $50,000. This site is perfect for a subdivision or 
rental properties – the possibilities are endless! $50,000

1401 Paris Rd, Mexico MO - Small acreage! 1.5 acre tract of 
land, zoned C-2 (General Commercial) with 30x55 shop/garage 
building. Building sits on a picturesque hill on Highway 15 (Paris 
Road) and is fully insulated with extra thick concrete floor, a 12-
foot ceiling and 100 amp service. Property has separate water 
meter base without meter but water line has been run into the 
building. Sewer service is available along Highway 15. Great 
potential and a great place to build your dream home! $95,000

612 Fairground Avenue, Mexico MO - Great 
potential! Here’s a nice 30x40 open-sided metal 
storage building with 75 percent concrete 
floor. Close it in with 12-foot overhead doors. 
Property shares an alley with 611 South Morris, 
which is also for sale. Both properties can be 
purchased, individually or together. $29,000

4400 Rivers Dr, Mexico - This new construction 
is a cute 3 bedroom 2 bath home with a 2 car 
garage. $139,900

N. Pine St, Laddonia - A LOT TO LOVE!!!! :) 1.5 
ACRE LOT right on the main road of N Pine 
St. This great property can be residential or 
commercial, the possibilities are endless! Come 
check it out! $30,000

Audrain Rd 416 - Build your beautiful dream 
home on this 63 +/- acres. It is less than 2miles 
to downtown Mexico and less than 1/2 mile of
gravel road off Hwy. J. Has spring fed stream 
flowing through the property which never 
freezes in the winter. Great location for cattle
and horses to roam. Seller would consider 
dividing into smaller parcels. $6,000 per acre

731 E. Liberty St. Ste 130, Mexico, MO  |  573-567-3936  |  realty365llc.com

We’re looking for listings 
– list with us!

Colorful kitchen inspiration
(Family Features) The kitchen is the 

heart of many homes, and careful planning 
is a necessity when it comes to redesigning 
this essential living space. Picking out cab-
inetry – and a color for those cabinets, in 
particular – can be a challenging process.

Everything from the style of your cabi-
nets to the amount of natural light your 
space receives are key factors to consid-
er when choosing an updated hue. While 
white cabinets are an everlasting choice, 
and wood-stained cabinetry once held 
70% of the market, painted cabinets now 
account for 70% of sales, signaling a signif-
icant shift among homeowners and their 
preferences.

While there are virtually no limitations 
when it comes to the paint, stain and glaze 
options available to complement your 
overall kitchen design, the current stylings 
reflected in Wellborn Cabinet’s annual col-
or trends provides an opening to a range 
of impactful colors, such as grays, blues, 
blacks and wood tones, and a mixture of 
these on-trend hues.

A Gray for Every Mood
While gray cabinets have been a popular 

design choice for several years, much like 
shades of white, no two grays are exactly 
alike. Cabinet colors live on a color spec-
trum that ranges from warm to neutral to 
dark; warm grays have yellow or brown 
undertones while cool grays have hushed 
hues of blue.

Neutral gray, or Ash, is a true black and 
white mixture of colors. However, many 
homeowners are opting for warmer or 
cooler shades instead. For example, light 
gray cabinets can create a chic, modern 
motif for homeowners looking to liven 
up their space while avoiding complete-

ly white cabinetry. One of the latest gray 
trends is a warmer gray that can look al-
most beige, earning the nickname “greige.” 
Shades of dark gray – whether painted or 
stained – are also options for making a 
luxurious, traditional statement that can 
span ever-changing color trends.

A Sea of Blue
One of today’s hottest trends in kitch-

en cabinetry is the use of shades of blue, 
which provide calming and restful effects 
and the feeling of harmony and serenity. 
Pops of blue can be used as an accent color 
on islands or on either upper or base cabi-
nets. To balance out these dramatic darks, 
many homeowners are opting to pair a 
bold color choice like a navy hue – such as 
Bleu – with neutral to warm whites, such 
as wool and bone white, to create a crisp, 
clean look. Gold hardware can be used on 
navy cabinetry for an upscale and regal 
look while silver-tone hardware provides a 
contemporary finishing touch.

While lighter shades of blue, like aqua, 
are perfect for keeping spaces light and 
airy, one of the latest colors to emerge is 
a mid-tone classic blue. A balanced op-
tion like Sapphire from Wellborn Cabi-
net, which is a classic, mid-tone royal blue 
available in the Premier and Estate Series 
framed cabinetry, as well as the full-access, 
frameless Aspire Series, can help create en-
ergy and inspiration for dining or cooking.

Mixed Wood Tones
Even with the rise in painted woods, 

stains are seeing a surge in popularity. The 
application of stain to natural wood can 
enhance the character of the cabinetry. 
Neutral color, dimension, texture and soft 
luxury can be layered into nearly any space 

to create a blended balance.
Wood grains typically pair well with 

whites, grays, blues and brass tones – all 
of which are popular colors in modern 
kitchens and other localized entertaining 
areas such as in-home refreshment areas 
or bars.

Dark Drama
Often ove
rlooked as more of an “accent” color, 

black has become livable, luxe and inviting 
with textured woods adding rustic, home-
ly charm. For example, Wellborn Cabinet 
offers a decorative laminate veneer option 
in matte black. Edgy but classic, black cab-
inets can pair perfectly with nearly any 
design element still in its natural wooden 
state to create a distinct style that is all 
your own.

Multi-Tones and Unexpected Pops 
of Color

While all-white palettes have long 
reigned supreme in the kitchen for their 
timelessness and versatility, straying from 

neutral tones can add an energetic and 
welcoming feel to nearly any space. Small-
er kitchens that once had an all-white look 
are getting a facelift by adding a burst of 
bright, bold color on either the upper or 
base cabinets. Adding colorful retro appli-
ances or using the island as a canvas for an 
energetic and welcoming pop of color can 
also make a similar statement and help 
create a space unique to your style and 
personality. 

Many homeowners are even pairing two 
or more complementary colors to create 
two- and three-toned looks. For example, 
lighter gray, Shale or blue can be used for 
the upper cabinets with darker shades used 
below for the base cabinetry, or a neutral 
hue can be used on the uppers with a con-
trast color on the bottom. In three-toned 
kitchens, an additional color or material is 
introduced to create asymmetry in the pal-
ette to help define zones or functions and 
keep the eye moving.

Find more on-trend kitchen inspiration 
and color options at Wellborn.com.
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(Family Features) When it comes to 
home design, color can change every-
thing. From understated, clean hues 
and calming neutrals to soft greens and 
mid-tone colors with artistic qualities, 
a whole new style is just brush strokes 
away. With the right color palette, you 
can transform your space to highlight 
contemporary trends while creating your 
desired ambiance.

These curated Clark+Kensington color 
palettes, showcasing on-trend looks for 
2021, are heavily inspired by nature and 
natural materials like raw cotton, linen, 
wood tones and soft, peaceful greens. 
The colors invite the best of the outdoors 
inside so you can design a personal ref-
uge where you’re free to relax and un-
wind.

Each of these three collections, assem-
bled by the experts at Ace Hardware, can 
help conjure a sense of calm and offer in-
spiration so you can thoughtfully incor-
porate color into your home.

Mindful Living
If you want to bring new layers of well-

ness to your life, the calming neutrals and 
soft greens that make up this refreshing 
and cleansing palette may be just what 
you’re seeking. The muted tone of Fair 
Isle is a soft neutral that pairs well with 
a wide range of colors, such as the invit-
ing Blue Spruce green that resembles a 
richly treed mountainside. Additionally, 
Swiss Coffee and Natural White offer 
neutral options that lend a surprising 
sense of coziness while Smokey Taupe 
and Playas de Cancun provide alterna-
tives to bring bolder, but still soothing, 
color to your space.

Understated Impact
If minimalism and clean lines reflect 

your desire to simplify your surround-

ings, you’ll likely be drawn to a “less is 
more” approach to design. This unclut-
tered sensibility allows you to focus on 
key elements of a room that are impact-
ful yet edited. To achieve this look, build 
your palette

around slate-like hues of gray and 
blue, such as Gothic Iron or a cooler take 
on slate with Magic Fountain. Options 
like Silent White and Abstract Gray lend 
neutral warmth while an earthy burgun-
dy like Red Tulip or the deep, not-quite-
black tones of Midnight Stroll are ideal 
for creating a focal point.

 
Creative Escape

This palette of mid-tone colors with 
artistic qualities may be best suited for 
someone who embraces traditional craft-
ing techniques and delights in working 
with his or her hands. Striking slate blue 
Midnight Oil is reminiscent of waves 
crashing in the dark of night while Subtle 
Gray offers a softer take on the slate-like 
tones. As the name suggests, Fiddlehead 
Fern brings lush vegetation to mind 
while Act Naturally and Caramel Ap-
ple deliver pops of color consistent with 
streaks of an orange-kissed sunset. The 
most subtle of this collection, Beach Cot-
tage, features a slightly peach-to-pinkish 
tint that gives unique character to a neu-
tral selection.

Any color in these palettes can be se-
lected and ordered from the comfort of 
your home online using in-store pickup, 
curbside pickup or delivery from your lo-
cal store. Start with color samples to test 
your colors on your walls in different lo-
cations and under different lighting then 
order your gallons and painting supplies 
when you’re ready to complete your 
project. Find more inspiration and all 
the supplies you need to transform your 
space with paint at acehardware.com.

Purposeful Ways to Style 
a Multi-Purpose Room

(Family Features) Whether you call 
it a laundry room, mudroom or some-
thing else entirely, that multi-purpose 
space is likely a hub of activity in your 
home. For homeowners creating this 
utility space from scratch, the sky’s the 
limit, but even if you’re updating an ex-
isting room, there are plenty of ways to 
add purposeful style and function.

Homeowners are often looking for 
ways to use the rooms in their homes 
in multiple ways. With some thought-
ful planning and the right materials, 
even a modest utility area can become 
a multi-functional space for the entire 
family.

Take a utilitarian approach. 
When planning your space, put func-
tion front and center. There are plenty 
of clever ways to enhance the aesthet-
ics, so focus first on how you want to 
use the space. It may be hard to con-
ceive at first, but it’s possible to create 
a space that serves not only your basic 
laundry essentials, but also provides 
space for you to care for four-legged 
friends or enjoy a hobby. For example, 
you might add pet washing and groom-
ing features, along with an oversized 
sink that doubles as a gardening and 
potting area.

In a multi-use room, it’s also im-
portant to be conscious of details like 
lighting and cabinetry inserts that can 
help bring organization and order to 
the space. Puck lighting and LED strips 
illuminate select areas while dividers, 
sliding shelves and custom pull-out 
cabinets ensure your items are stored 
out of sight but within easy reach.

Be color conscious. In a high-traf-
fic space that sees a fair share of dirt 
and grime, color is an attractive way to 
cleverly disguise what lurks in between 
cleanings. Gray tones are at the core of 
many contemporary interior schemes, 
and a mid-tone gray color palette is ide-
al to hide dirt and hair while providing 
a crisp and clean foundation for a cohe-
sive look. For example, Wellborn Cabi-
net’s Shaker-style Hanover door offers 
clean, fuss-free lines ideal for a utili-

tarian space. Choose maple and finish 
the cabinetry with Ash stain, a trending 
mid-tone gray that emphasizes the de-
tail of the wood grain.

You can also bring additional char-
acter and personality to the space with 
accent color. For example, earthy green 
walls and tiling that complements the 
paint and cabinetry offer a subtle blend 
of colors that enhance the overarching 
contemporary feel.

Focus on ergonomics. A utility 
room is a place for working, so you’ll 
want to make accommodations to make 
those moments more enjoyable. For 
example, a raised large basin tile sink 
offers a spine-friendly alternative to 
bending over or squatting while wash-
ing a pet or potting plants. For a larger 
dog you can’t heft into a sink, you might 
consider a washing station with tiled 
steps, a frameless glass enclosure and 
low-mounted, hand-held showerhead.

Find more ideas an inspiration for 
creating a multi-purpose room that fits 
your lifestyle at wellborn.com.

Pampered Pets
With a pet-friendly multi-purpose 

room, you can make the less glamorous 
tasks of pet ownership more enjoyable 
while you shower your pooch with spe-
cial attention.

Built-in kennel: Using cabinetry, 
along with sturdy chicken wire mesh in 
place of panels on the door frames, you 
can build a stylish kennel right into the 
room. A simple drip tray protects the 
wood surface and makes cleanup easy.

Toe-kick feeder: Maximize every 
inch of space with clever solutions like 
a feeder that hides away under the cab-
inets. With built-in wells for food and 
water dishes, this convenient unit ap-
pears with a gentle nudge then easily 
slides back under the cabinet to make 
the space clean and neat again. 

Pet feeding center: Organizing 
your pet supplies keeps the area extra 
tidy, so make use of hidden storage with 
a pullout cabinet that holds pet food 
and other accessories out of sight.
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